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Connections

From the Director
As the Church begins a ‘year of evangelization,’ it’s clear
that GPPM is doing its modest part for the cause. We’ve
begun another academic year with a strong and vibrant
class of new students seeking the MA in Pastoral Ministries, men and women coming from and heading into
the vineyard. So, a hearty welcome to you all, new and
returning students, alumni, faculty, administrators and
friends! A few new aspects of the Program, some of which
are highlighted in this Newsletter include: new faculty,
Dr. Deborah Ross recently of Heythrop College, University of London, an expert in Practical Theology and Dr.
John Mabry, a distinguished Bay Area pastor and scholar
in spirituality. For the first time in our history, GPPM has
a class in San Francisco! Fr. Ricky Manalo, CSP, Ph.D., an
internationally acclaimed liturgist and musician, is teaching a course at St. Agnes Church in the Haight district
which includes Pastoral Ministries as well as JST students.
Ricky’s course, flexibly scheduled on four Saturdays and
one Sunday with occasional one-on-one meetings in between, allows the possibility for semester-based and quarter-based students to be in the same course. We’re hoping
to do more of these joint courses in the City, in Berkeley
and on the SCU campus in the future. On this latter
point, the important conversation continues regarding the
MA in Pastoral Ministries having a more formal affiliation
with SCU’s Jesuit School of Theology. Lastly, we hope to
organize more activities this year among GPPM students,
faculty and alumni, activities that will emphasize social,
spiritual and ministerial aspects of life in GPPM. As always, please feel free to contact me or Saralynn Ferrara,
the Program’s Senior Administrative Assistant with any
concerns or questions. And make the offices in 110 Kenna a second home—we’re always happy to see you there!
--Bill Dohar, Ph.D.
Director, GPPM
October 2012

Where are they now? News of GPPM Alums
What I thought would be a quick in-and-out, get my degree and get an exciting career in pastoral ministry ended up being a five-and-a-half year journey that
culminated in settling down in a wonderful little town called Alamogordo, New
Mexico. One of the most breath-taking moments in my studies at Santa Clara was
to be told I had an original idea for a thesis or a book. In mulling that over, what I
discovered was that we are all texts in God’s writing. Our persona and our countenance, our compassion for ourselves and others all speak volumes to others about
the nature of God. So even if we find ourselves not doing ministry as a profession, it continues to be done through us to whomever we meet. After graduation
I completed a year-long hospital chaplain residency at St. Mary’s Medical Center
with a fellow SCU grad, Fr. Titus Mdoe (GPPM, 2008). The education I had at
SCU in my Catechetics classes especially proved invaluable. It was very exciting
to be able to use what I had learned to help people in crisis. I also ‘channeled’ a
spirituality prof when I needed to present a calm demeanor in very challenging
circumstances with patients. I’m using both pre- and post-GPPM experience in
my current work as a customer service representative in healthcare, supporting
people who are coping with health issues while assisting them in getting the help
they need.
--Damienne Smelt (MA, 2007)

Bannan Institute Lecture
Series on Sacred Texts
in the Public Sphere.
St. Claire Room, LIbrary
and Learning Commons
from 4 to 5:15 p.m.
October 23, 2012
Jeffrey Siker, Loyola
Marymount University
“Scriptural Politics of
Family and Homosexuality: Textual Orientations”

October 24, 2012

What is restorative justice all about?

David DeCosse, SCU
“Catholicism, Politics,

In essence, restorative justice is about repairing broken relationships. Criminal
or violent acts can severely damage the relationship of an offender with himself,
with God, with the victims/survivors, families, and with the community in which
he lives. Restorative justice programs seek to help the offender to become responsible for his actions, to do the emotional work necessary to gain insight into what
brought him to enact the violent crime, to understand the impact on the victims/
survivors and the families involved, to be accountable and to make restitution to
the victims/survivors or their families.
There are over a hundred people in the Diocese of San Jose involved in ministering to those in Santa Clara County correctional facilities. Many of these volunteers are graduates of the GPPM program who are putting what they learned into
practice. Catholic social teaching and scripture make very clear how we as followers of Christ are to respond to those who are marginalized among us. These volunteers conduct Bible studies, prayer circles, communion services, rosary groups,
and one-to-one visits with the men and women who are incarcerated in an effort
to help them restore to right relationships with themselves and with God and
eventually with the community. It is also a priority in the Diocese to accompany
the victims/survivors of violence on their journeys toward renewed health and
wholeness through group process and/or one-to-one sharing and support.
As a fourth year student in the GPPM program, it has been my privilege to
accompany in prayer and liturgy some of the men and women in the county correctional facilities over the past several years. It is truly a grace for me to be able to
walk with them for the short time that our paths intertwine on our common journey into God. If you are interested in learning more, I can be reached at lmlukenbill@gmail.com or at the DSJ Office of Restorative Justice at 408-983-0131.
--Lynne Lukenbill

and the Primacy of Conscience: Reflections on
Newman’s ‘Letter to
the Duke of Norfolk’

Join Lourdes Alonso for
this lecture and dinner
(LAlonso@scu.edu)
October 30 2012
Catherine Murphy, SCU
“Scriptural Politics of the
Economy: Bringing the
Gospel to Bear on our
Economic Debates”

November 6, 2012
James Bennett, SCU
“Scripture Politics of the
American Presidency:
Religion in the 2012
Presidential Election”

Introducing...
John Mabry is truly a Renaissance man. The pastor
at Grace North Church in Berkeley is also a spiritual
director who plays guitar in two neo-progressive rock
bands. One of two new professors teaching in the
Pastoral Ministries Program this quarter, Mabry is
also a prolific songwriter and author.
This fall, John is teaching “Discernment and Christian Decision-Making” and will tackle “The Scriptures and Spirituality” next quarter. In addition,
Mabry is a professor at Sofia University (formerly the
Institute for Transpersonal Psychology) in Palo Alto
and the Chaplaincy Institute for Arts and Interfaith
Ministries in Berkeley where he serves as director of
the Interfaith Spiritual Direction Certificate program.

Mabry describes neo-progressive rock as “rock and
roll with operatic pretensions!” He plays in two local Bay Area bands: Mind Furniture and Metaphor.
Mabry has been playing guitar and writing songs
since high school. He also plays mandolin and
wants a concertina for Christmas! “My latest CD,
Hoop of Flame, may be the world’s only rock opera
about Whiteheadian processtheodicy,” says Mabry.

Born in the Southern California city of La Habra,
John’s family moved to the Bay Area while he was
still in high school. Although Mabry was born into
a Southern Baptist family, claiming that “my people
have belonged to that denomination since the flood,”
he is currently a pastor in the United Church of Christ.
Mabry received his undergraduate degree from the
California Baptist College in Riverside, California
where he majored in English Literature. He earned
a Master’s Degree from the Institute of Culture and
Creation Spirituality (now called the Sophia Center
at Holy Names College) in Oakland and a Ph. D. in
philosophy and religion from the California Institute
of Integral Studies in San Francisco. Mabry served as
managing editor for Matthew Fox’s Creation Spirituality magazine before hiring on as editor of Presence, the
international journal of spiritual direction, where he
served for 5 years. John says, “I was hired because of
my experience as an editor and a pastor. They asked
me to take training in spiritual direction so I attended
Mercy Center in Burlingame in the late 1990’s.”
Today, John lives in Oakland with his wife, Lisa Fullam and their dogs, Judy and Sally. He met his wife
online after launching a search using the word “theology.” He found one match; Lisa, worked 5 blocks
away, teaching moral theology at the Jesuit School
of Theology, Santa Clara University. She later introduced John to Bill Dohar and Santa Clara University.

2012-2013 Courses
Winter 2013
Classes begin the week of January 7, 2013
Classes end the week of March 22, 2013

Course Schedule
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CONFERENCE
Friday, Nov. 9

On Nov. 9-10, 2012, the Diocese of San
Jose will join with the Archdiocese of San
Francisco, and the Dioceses of Monterey,
Oakland and Stockton for the annual Faith
Formation Conference at the Santa Clara
Convention Center. The conference is a
multi-cultural and multi-lingual event that
highlights the importance of faith development at all levels of church and society and
is aimed at adults to enrich their faith and
strengthen their knowledge and skill to do
ministry in their church and in the world.
FEATURING KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Day
Course
Professor

Time
Title

Location

Monday
6:30 - 9:30 PM TBD
PMIN: 283 Hebrew Bible
in Cultural Context
J. David Pleins
Tuesday
6:00 - 9:00 PM TBD
SPIR 241: The Scriptures and Spirituality
John Mabry

Saturday, Nov. 10
Santa Clara
Convention
Center

Wednesday
6:00 - 9:00 pm
PMIN 204: The Church
Fred Parrella

TBD

Thursday
3:40-6:40 pm
TBD
PMIN 287: Issues in Moral Theology
Kristin Heyer
----------------------------------------

ONLINE
REGISTRATION
NOW OPEN!

Like us on facebook: Get up-to-date information on classes, events, and social
activities. Check out our new facebook
page: Santa Clara University Graduate
Program in Pastoral Ministries.
----------------------------------------

John Allen
www.faithformationconference.com

Save the Date: Join the graduate students in the Pastoral Ministries Program
for “Mass and a Meal” to celebrate the
end of the quarter on Wed, Dec. 5th.

Br. Mickey McGrath
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