
The next 15 years is a critical time. World population is expected to reach seven billion 
by 2011, a year earlier than expected, according to the latest figures released by the 
Population Research Bureau last week.

Of the growth between 1999 and 2011, he said, 95 percent is in the developing world.  
We are making slow progress towards solving the economic, medical, environmental, 
etc. problems of this globe. 

We have the means ςtechnologically and otherwise -- to solve these problems .  We 
have a choice ςto  squander the time or to launch broad, long-range strategies to 
solve the global issues.  

As Americans, we are culturally short term thinkers.  We need to start to think longer 
term.  

This presentation is  about four things  -- first, that due to fortunate circumstances, 
those of us in this room were, by birth, lucky.  We are the wealthiest, healthiest, and 
most well-educated people in the world ςand so are those around us.  

This brings with it responsibility.

Second, we cam view this as an opportunity to leave a legacy.

Third, we are challenged to create a truly sustainable world.

Fourth, unless these problems are solved, there will be more security problems for 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άƘŀǾŜέ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ  
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ÅLǘ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛƴǘƻƭŜǊŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ςall based on gender 
discrimination.  

Working conditions -- Comprising 30% of the labor force, doing 66% of the work,  making 
мл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ income, and  owning 1% of the land.  Source:  Clinton Global Initiative, 
Diane Sawyer panel, Investing in Women and Girls

27 million people  STILL live in slavery (human trafficking) ςmostly women

Sex trafficking simultaneously exploits both the best and the worst aspects of globalization. 
The champions of globalization tout the growing ease of conducting business across national 
borders. Sophisticated communication tools and relaxed banking laws make it possible to 
exchange assets internationally with ease. Virtual enterprises can operate everywhere and 
nowhere, making themselves known only when and where they choose.

Organized crime syndicates take advantage of these tools to create more efficient overseas 
networks. Although most trafficking originates with local operators, they deftly connect to an 
international sex industry looking to fill slots in brothels, massage parlors, strip joints, and lap 
dance bars.

Å>100 million elementary children out of school, 2/3 girls

Å A woman dies in childbirth every minute ς1 in 4,000 births in the U.S., 1 in 16 in Africa 

ÅWomen now comprise the largest population with AIDS

Å80% of the refugees are women and children

In some parts of the world, female: male ratio is 8:10 caused mostly by selective abortion
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This is a complex issue brought about by millions of years  of cultural practices

3



These are three high leverage strategies to move us in new directions with regard to 
gender equality.
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Universal agreement that the single most important intervention for development 
is the education of girls.  This is the #3 UN Millennial Goal

Nothing ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊǎ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ

Educated women have fewer children. In fact, the empowerment of women is far 
more effective than economic growth in moderating fertility rates, and slowing 
population growth.

Educated women mean a higher survival rate for their children. In some African 
countries, just five years of schooling means a 40% higher rate of child survival.

Studies in India, Uganda, and the Philippines indicate that when mothers are 
educated, infant mortality rates are cut in half.

²ƘŜƴ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǾƻƛŎŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭ-being their 
highest priority.

Educated mothers immunize their children 50% more often.

In Kenya and Malawi, studies indicate that malnutrition is lower among children in 
female-headed households.

And, studies from Brazil show that income in the hands of mothers has a far greater 
effect on family health than income in the hands of fathers. For child survival ςthe 
effect is 20 times greater.
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Microcredit is the extension of very small loans(microloans) to those in poverty
designed to spur entrepreneurship. 

These individuals lack collateral, steady employmentand a verifiable credit history
and therefore cannot meet even the most minimal qualifications to gain access to 
traditional credit. 

It would be impossible for most banks with their high overhead rates to enter this 
market.  

[ƻŎŀƭ aƛŎǊƻ CƛƴŀƴŎŜ Lƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ  ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ άŀŘŘŜŘ ǾŀƭǳŜέ 
services ςhealth, financial education, etc.  

!ƴ ŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ŦƻǊ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ƭƻŀƴǎ ǘƻ άǎŎŀƭŜέ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ  Garanti
Bank is an example of this type of financing.  Their average loan has been $25,000.
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We can find similar figures for business and academia.  
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Voice in their villages
And when women have voice in their villages, they alter the development agenda to 
address the critical issues of meeting basic needs.

When a country educates its girls, its mortality rates usually fall, fertility rates decline 
and the health and education prospects of the next generation improve.  

Unequal treatment of women ςby the state, in the market, and by their community 
and family puts them at a disadvantage throughout their lives and stifles the 
development prospects of their societies, illiterate and poorly educated mothers are 
less able to care for their children

aŀƧƻǊ bDhΩǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ IǳƴƎŜǊ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎƛǎǘ ƻƴ рл҈ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
participation in their village projects.  
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